Society Awards
Background
Set up in 2005 the Aberdeen University Students’ Association “Society of the year” award has been used to recognize and reward the society which has made the most measurable and positive impact on students lives while at the University of Aberdeen. In 2008 AUSA introduced several new awards alongside the “Society of the year” to reward and recognize societies that had managed to accomplish even more in a range of areas.
The awards are now hotly contested and well sought after. With individuals nominating their own society or any other society they think has made a difference to the University experience. 

A panel of reps from AUSA which decides on who receives the awards is made up of the President for Societies and Student Activities, 2x Vice-Presidents for Societies. Laura Chalmers-the Societies Administrator and Graeme Hope-the Membership Engagement Manager.

The Awards

The following awards are handed out at the King’s Ball, which occurs this year on March 16th. The awards are granted to societies that have had a large impact on the student experience at the University of Aberdeen. For a society to win an award they must show that they achieve the following key qualities:
· Accessible Committee, i.e. easy to get in contact with, will answer questions in a timely fashion, works with membership to achieve goals
· Fundraising, when the funds available do not meet the funds needed.
· Effective Use of Money

· Active Membership, i.e. the majority of members attend events, and there are few people that are just members on paper

· Organised Events, i.e. there are regular (if applicable) events which the membership is informed about in a suitable amount of time, and that organising and planning has been undertaken for each event
· Meeting their Aims, i.e. the aims on the society’s constitution is the same aims the committee/society is basing its events and work on

· Interacting with Wider Community, i.e. running events open to the public, participating in festivals, working with non-University groups or organisations

· Development of Members, i.e. how a member develops and what skills and talents they learn during their time with a society

· Interacting with Other Societies, i.e. running joint lectures, combining several activities into one thematically linked campaign, running events for other societies

Society of the Year

The premier award of the event, awarded to the society that has stood out as the best amongst the best.  The winner of this award has shown themselves to be highly motivated, given their members a fun, rewarding year and grown in numbers and strength.
New Society of the Year

For the society who has managed to achieve so much in so little time. We are looking for a society that has built up a great membership base and given the membership exactly what they promised when the set up the society.  They need to have proven themselves to be value for money for their members. This award can only be won by societies who had been formed in the previous calendar year.  
Most Improved Society

For the society who has managed to change its fortunes and grow into a powerful and impressive society. The society may not be the best yet but comparable to the previous year it has shown marked improvement. This society has risen from the ashes and provided their members with the society they always thought they had signed up to!

There are also two extra awards. These are awarded not for being the best overall society but for doing one thing better than everyone else. 
Best Event 

Awarded to the best event of the last calendar year. The event should be well publicized, well attended and make everyone who attended feel welcome. It should be an event that hasn’t been done before and one which is maybe spoken about in awe. This can also be a series of events which occurred over the calendar year.  
Big Heart Award

The big heart award exists to recognize societies who go out of their way to raise money for charity. This may not be the core aim of the society but may simply be a one off event then went well or support for a charity that the society has close ties with. It will be judged on how you raised the money, getting the community involved and standing up for the aims and beliefs of the charity which the money was donated to. 

Important dates

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS


24th February 2011

ANNOUNCEMENT OF SHORT LIST


1st March 2011

KINGS BALL – Where winners will be announced
16th March 2011

Application Form

I, …………………………………………………… (Name) nominate ……………………………………............................................................. Society to be considered for the ……………………………………………………………….. award for the following reasons:


